










September 2, 2015
THIRD GRADE  SCIENCE

Schedule & Procedures

I would like to welcome all the students & parents to St John Eudes for an exciting year of third grade science. In order to focus entirely on hands-on science activities this year, Mrs. Rigney and I will be team teaching science. Mrs. Rigney will disseminate the topic information and assess comprehension, & I will present the coordinating lab activities on Fridays from 12:00 to 12:50. During their lab time the students will continually practice the following skills: conducting, analyzing, and recording the results of controlled experiments, hypothesizing, forming conclusions, using and caring for science equipment, co-operating with teammates, respecting the opinions and property of others, and following directions. Although the students will work co-operatively in teams and share information and equipment, they will be encouraged to think independently, and complete their lab sheets according to their own ideas and conclusions. 

Homework

Most homework will be assigned and collected by Mrs. Rigney, but correct grammar, spelling, & handwriting is expected on all assignments, including those done at home, in class, and in the lab. When writing out answers, they should be expressed in full sentences that show the complete meanings of the answers. Students should strive to do all their work to the best of their ability and take pride in everything that they do. 
Curriculum 
As the students progress through their years of science, many of the topics will be repeated year after year, but the information that is covered will become more and more complex. We are integrating the national NGSS standards into the curriculum. The following is an outline of the NGSS standards that will be covered this year along with an emphasis on problem solving, patterns, & engineering: 1. Plant & Animal Life Cycles, Inherited Traits, & Environmental Effects, 2. Weather 7 climate, 3. Forces & Motion including Magnetism & Electricity. I will post a description of the weekly lab activities & any project homework on my St. John Eudes, Third Grade, Science web page.

Science Project

The students will be doing a science project in class this year. Since we will begin the year with the study of unique plant life cycles, their project will be based on the creation of new plants by other means than pollination and seed germination. They will be given plant cuttings from which to propagate new plants. They will be doing the planting in school, but they will have some work to do in their project binders at home. 
Contacting Me

I am on campus Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. I am not at St. John Eudes on Mondays or Wednesdays, however, I check my e-mail even when I am not at school, so if you would like to contact me, send me an e-mail at aking@school.stjohneudes.org. If you would like to talk to me personally, include your telephone number. If you call the school to contact me, I may not be at school at that time or on the day of your message, so it may take longer before you receive a response.  Thank you for your support and cooperation. I am looking forward to a great year.













        
















          Sincerely,









     Mrs. Angeline King

